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Pathway scope, required tests, 
warnings, and exclusions

Signs or symptoms of severe or
life-threatening infection?

Stabilize and/or refer for 
urgent management

Can a clinical diagnosis 
of viral upper respiratory 
tract infection be made?

Supportive
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Concern for
streptococcal
pharyngitis?

High-risk
features?

GAS pharyngitis
unlikely

Page 2 of 3Acute pharyngitis in adults: Evaluation

3/19/2020https://pathways.uptodate.com/decision-tree/120413/print



Yes No

Positive Negative Positive Negative

Continued from Page #2

Page #3

High-risk
features?

RADT +/-
throat culture

RADT
only

Treat for
GAS pharyngitis

Throat
culture

Treat for
GAS pharyngitis

Supportive
care

Page 3 of 3Acute pharyngitis in adults: Evaluation

3/19/2020https://pathways.uptodate.com/decision-tree/120413/print


